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The overall aim of IO 5 is to provide a 
methodological framework and guide-
lines for the implementation of the 
recognition of the prior learning 
outcomes of the target groups and 
specifically those with fewer opportu-
nities including migrants. The develop-
ment of the methodological 
framework has been built on the resul-
ts of the findings of the intellectual 
outputs (IOs) elaborated by the 
partners of the present consortium. A 
17 points framework was set and the 
pilot procedure took place in all 
partners organizations. The framework 
is available for future stakeholders. 
The piloting implemented by the 
partner universities aimed at speci-
fying the methodology for recognition 
of prior learning taking into account 
the different legal frameworks and 
using portfolios as an evaluation tool, 
in order to enhance access to higher 
education for those having fewer 
formal qualifications. The comparative 
analysis of the methodologi a portfo-
lio. However, there are no specific 
provisions for information on the 
validation process due to deficiencies 
in the legislative framework and, thus, 
not incorporated into the validation 
process. Furthermore, specific referen-
ces in the NQF for the validation of 
non-formal learning, as well as for the 
qualifications obtained through this 
type of validation are not presented in 
the case of Greece and Italy. Due to 
legislative framework restrictions, 
there are no specific procedures in the 
partner countries for setting and agre-
eing on commoncal guidelines for the 
recognition of prior learning in the 
different settings of the partners allow 
us to conclude the following: 
Concerning validation arrangements, 

the system in Denmark and Iceland 
provides the legal basis that allows 
universities to admit individuals with 
fewer qualifications. The key to valida-
tion arrangements is the evaluation of 
individuals’ corresponding 
a portfolio. However, there are no 
specific provisions for information on 
the validation process due to 
deficiencies in the legislative 
framework and, thus, not incorpora-
ted into the validation process. 
Furthermore, specific references in 

the NQF for the validation of non-for-
mal learning, as well as for the qualifi-
cations obtained through this type of 
validation are not presented in the 
case of Greece and Italy. Due to 
legislative framework restrictions, 
there are no specific procedures in 
the partner countries for setting and 
agreeing on common validation stan-
dards.  skills in accordance with the 
university’s qualification requiremen-
ts or faculty criteria. On the other 
hand, Greece and Italy do not have in 
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place the necessary legal regulations 
that could allow the recognition of 
prior learning for access to higher 
education. Yet, the pilot phase in 
Greece showed that internal procedu-
res in universities can be commonly 
agreed upon, using NQF as the referen-
ce measure for the recognition of prior 
learning. Moreover, guidance and 
consulting services or existing public 
and institutional practices in Italy can 
encourage the recognition of prior 
learning even if they are not institutio-
nalized validation practices. 
In general, there are no specific valida-
tion strategies that could establish 
initiatives for the recognition of prior 
learning to access higher education. An 
exception is made in the case of Den-
mark, where HEIs determine the crite-
ria and use the quota 2 systems throu-
gh which applicants can be admitted in 
higher education. Another exception 
can be found in Italy, where informal 
prior learning can be recognized by the 
Regions through specific procedures. 
Greece and Iceland do not have formal 
validation strategies except an evalua-
tion framework that could use 
respectively either NQF as a measure 
or specific criteria for admission to 
study programs.    
The legal and administrative require-
ments for integrating a validation initia-
tive into a prior learning recognition 
strategy are more clearly defined in the 
case of Denmark and Iceland. In both 
countries, universities have the auto-
nomy to set their own rules and criteria 
for the evaluation, recognition, and 
admission of the individuals who have 
the skills corresponding to the univer-
sity requirements. In Greece and Italy, 
existing legal provisions define strictly 
the rules of access to higher education 
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for those with formal qualifications. 
Therefore, specific legal require-
ments need to be promoted in 
order to institutionalize the existing 
pilot initiatives or practices of 
evaluation, validation, and recogni-
tion of prior learning for those with 
fewer formal qualifications.    
In Denmark, Greece, and Iceland, the 
absence of legal provisions and 
formal validation strategies does not 
allow the promotion of validation 
arrangements and the definition of 
validation outputs. In Italy, forma-
land informal learning validation 
arrangements are provided at the 
regional level and allow individuals 
to take high school exams and, if 
successful, to enroll in higher educa-
tion. However, validation arrange-
ments at the university level are 
limited to the recognition of course 
credits.   
During the pilot process, not all 
stages of validation could be 
applied with the exception of 
Greece and Italy. Moreover, it was 
not possible for the majority of the 
partners to ensure the involvement 
of all relevant stakeholders at this 
stage of the pilot validation proce-
dure. All partners agree that infor-
mation, guidance, and counselling 
should guide and assist the candida-
tes in identifying, recording, and 
self-evaluating their qualifications, 
in order to build validation stan-
dards. 

SOFIA KASOLA 
Researcher,
University of Patras (EL) 

On March 16 2022 an online workshop 
was organised in the framework of 
the APELE (Accreditation of prior 
experiential learning in European 
Universities) project, with the partici-
pation of team members and of 
Italian Members of the European 
Parliament and of the Permanent 
Representation of Italy to the EU. 
The workshop was an opportunity to 
disseminate the results of the project 
and advocate with Italian policyma-
kers the need to provide adequate 
pathways for easy access to higher 
education across borders, in order to 
support students and all those who 
have followed a different pathway in 
their wish to continue their studies. 
Today the results of the project 
appear absolutely relevant in the face 
of the current and future challenges 
– in terms of integration in the years 
to come of a large number of refuge-
es – that the war in Ukraine poses. 
Prof. Markus Meckl from the Universi-
ty of Akureyri opened the workshop 
by offering an overview of the 
framework, importance, and novelty 
of the APELE project. Prof. Silvia 
Adamo, from the University of 
Copenhagen, discussed the legislati-
ve and factual barriers that hamper 
access to university studies for 
people with fewer opportunities, 

offering a perspective on the organi-
zation of the Danish university admis-
sion. From the University of Bari, Prof. 
Rosa Gallelli introduced the educa-
tional situation of migrants in the 
Apulia region, followed by an inter-
vention of Dr. Pasquale Renna, who 
talked about the initiative and poten-
tial of portfolios as pedagogical tools 
which could broaden the access to 
higher education. The final scientific 
remarks were offered by Monica 
Amari, President of the ARMES 
Project, who spoke about the inquiry 
carried out in the Ligurian Vara valley, 
as an example of an area where the 
APELE initiatives could provide a 
much-needed boost for the educa-
tional opportunities of people living 
in this rural region of Italy, as in other 
European rural regions. 
The workshop was joined by Chiara 
Gemma, Member of the European 
Parliament  (Movimento 5 Stelle, 
Italy) and afterwards by MEP Brando 
Benifei (Group of the Progressive 
Alliance of Socialists and Democra-
ts) and the last intervention was 
done by Tiberino Schmidin, Educa-
tion and Culture Coordinator, 
Permanent Representation of Italy 
to the EU, who talked about the 
perspectives of possible legislative 
interventions in Italy.      

SILVIA ADAMO 
Faculty of Law, 
University of Copenhagen (DK)
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The results from IO3, focusing 
on the suggested method of 
assessing prior experiential 
learning were published in 
the International Journal of 
Education and Social Science 
Research (IJESSR), Volume 5, 
Issue 2, March-April 2022.  
The paper included the con-
clusions mentioning that as 
adults, they strongly advocate 
for diversity from tea-
cher-centered standards 
where assessment should not 
be a written test but a practi-
cal type of assessment like 
on-site observation, practice 
exams simulation with work 
samples. The type of asses-
sment should be adapted 
each time both to the needs 
of the participants and to the 
object of the learning outco-
mes, while practical types of 
assessment enable candida-
tes to express their full poten-
tial. 

Link to the paper 
https://ijessr.com/link4.php?id=586 

Welcoming steps 
forward 

The matriculation examination has 
long been regarded as the main 
admission requirement for universi-
ties in Iceland. In the resent years the 
University of Akureyri has been very 
strict on these requirements. Since 
the start of the APELE project steps 
have been taken forward increased 
equality in education in Iceland. 
Important one is the change on law 
on admission requirements in 
universities in Iceland, where not 
only matriculation exam but all 
other final examination of the third 
aptitude level are now accepted for 
admission. This change equalizes the 
opportunities and position of 
students who have completed a 
matriculation examination and 
those that have completed art, tech-
nology, and vocational studies to 
enter university.  We are happy to 
say that the University of Akureyri 
will start a piloting project at the 
department of School of Humanities 
and Social Sciences in the spring of 
2022 in the following study 
programs, social sciences,  media 
studies and modern studies. The 
faculty will enroll new students who 
do not meet the general admission 
requirements, but the faculty consi-
ders having equally good prepara-
tion for starting studies in these 
study programs based on their expe-

rience amongst other things. This is 
a pilot project for one year and 
those applicants who do not meet 
the general admission requiremen-
ts will be required to submit a 
personal portfolio with their appli-
cation. The applicants will be valua-
ted based on their personal portfo-
lio and other documents that they 
may submit additionally.  
Experts on each of the three study 
programs, office director of School 
of Humanities and Social Sciences, 
representative from the Office of 
Student Counselling and the 
project manager of the APELE 
project will work on the prepara-
tion of an evaluation framework 
and evaluate the applications that 
come in the application period 
March 2022 to June 2022.  
The faculty decided to split the 
accreditation process into two 
steps in the first years, first piloting 
the admission for people with 
fewer opportunities and if this is 
done successfully, the faculty will 
also develop on the basis of the 
outcome of APELE accreditation of 
prior learning. This piloting process 
is a good opportunity for the 
university to establish and develop 
an initiative for further recognition 
of prior learning to access higher 
education in Iceland. 

On behalf of the Icelandic team of 
APELE Anna Karen Úlfarsdóttir 
master's student in research- related 
master's program at the School of 
Humanities and Social Sciences at 
the University of Akureyri.

4.4Steps forward in Iceland


